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The presentation will be structured around four 
questions: 
1. What are the methodological needs of SEA? 
These are shown to depend on i) the type of action 
to which it is to be applied, ii) the stages in the 
planning and appraisal process at which specifie 
assessment tasks are to be undertaken and iii) the 
socio-cultural and political setting, and the more 
specifie institutional and procedural context, in 
which the SEA is to be conducted. At a general leve!, 
there are many similarities in the methodological 
needs of different SEAs.  However, on closer 
inspection, it can be seen that there are considerable 
differences in their detailed specification. 
2. What are the principal sources of methodological 
tools to meet these needs? 
Because systematised SEA is still in its infancy, there 
are, as yet, few ' tailor-made' SEA methodological 
tools. Most are borrowed and adapted from related, 
more developed, areas of appraisal activity. Principally 
they are: i) Adaptations to a range of project-level, 
ElA methodological tools and ii) Adaptations and 
extensions to forecasting, appraisal and decision­
making tools already used in other areas ( often non­
environmental) of policy and planning analysis. In 
combination, the scope of these two sources of 
adaptation is, potentially at !east, considered sufficient 
to address the methodological needs identified above. 
3. How adequate and extensive are these adapted 
methodological tools and how satisfactorily are they 
being applied in practice? 
At present, the evidence available on both the 
adequacy of these tools and the quality of their 
practical application is largely circumstantial and 
incomplete. However, a number of key deficiencies, 
relating both to their availability and application, can 
be identified (examples will be provided). This not 
only adversely affects the quality and effectiveness 
of the existing SEA processes but also discourages 
their adoption as formai regulatory requirements . 
4. What steps should be taken to strengthen the 
development of appropriate SEA methodological 
tools and their satisfactory application? 
A number of suggestions will be made, as a basis 
for further discussion, including : * Initiatives to 
strengthen the armoury of SEA methodological 
tools and their application should proceed 'hand­
in-hand ' with SEA regulatory and procedural 
initiatives. Problems will arise if these two types 
of initiative are not sufficiently synchronised. 
* Systematic studies are needed for each major area 
of S EA application of methodological needs 
matched against methodological tools obtainable 
and adapted from both of the principal sources 
identified in 2.  above. At present, there is a tendency 
to focus upon one source to the relative neglect of 
the other. 
* Evaluations are also needed, for each major area of 
SEA application, of existing SEA methodo-logical 
practice. This requires the development of quality 
criteria and their systematic application both on a 
sample survey basis and on an individual case study 
basis. Future SEA case studies will need to become 
more analytical and evaluative, particularly in rela­
tion to the methodological tools which are used. 
* On the basis of the above findings, SEA guide­
lines should be prepared, for each major area of 
application, which contain strengthened guidance 
on methodological tools .  These should be prepared 
with the assistance of SEA practitioners and 
preferably be used in trial runs before adoption. 
Training should be provided in the application of the 
methodological guidance and in the use of specifie 
methodological tools,  using practical examples. 
Throughout,  it  is es sential to bring together 
knowledge and expertise drawn from both project­
level ElA methodology and practice and from 
p o l i c y  and p l an n i n g  analy s e s  and practice  
(environmental and non-environmental). Bringing 
these two cultures and groups of discipline s 
together to make SEA methodology sufficiently 
effective may prove to be the biggest challenge. 
